
Rodenbeck, Sven (ATSOR/DCHI/00) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cooper, Pam < Cooper.Pam@epa.gov> 
Thursday, March 05, 2015 3:19 PM 
Rodenbeck, Sven (ATSDR/DCHl/OD); Vianu. Libby (EPA) (CDC epa.gov); Grisier, Mary 
RE: Kauai GMO Test Field Pesticide Petition 

Thank you Sven, for the information . Its interesting :o know what limits your involvement (or not) . I suspect we may 
VI· ant to spend some time on your authorities on the call t oday. 

Seve al of the terms you use give me pause. I' ve outlined very quickiy my thinking on some of th is ... but ! think we may 
both need our lawyers. 

Qu ick thoughts 

Pesticides are not applied by permit (at least in most areas) . 

I don't know if "'hey would be considered a contar.1inant. Pesticide may fit as a contaminant if, fo ·exam ole, there are 
residues on food that should not be there. But... if pesticide use was according to t il e label. h1gh residues should not be 
there. 

<hey are not a "release " as I th ink of it, (a "non-controlled " release ), but there again we may need the lawyers. They 
are pu rpose ly introduced into the environment. 

As a contaminant, wou ld levels ound need to be over a certa in threshold (t he Haw aii study of water was very low as I 
recal l). 

Talk to \'OU soon. 

Pc 

Pamefa Cooper, Manager 
Pesticides Office (LND-2-2 ) 
US EPA, Region 9 
San Francisco, CA. 

415.947.4217 

From: Rodenbeck, Sven {ATSDR/DCHI/OD) [mailto:svr1@cdc.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, March OS, 2015 10:23 AM 
To: Vianu, Libby; Grisier, Mary; Cooper, Pam 
Subject: RE : Kauai GMO Test Fie ld Pesticide Petition 

Hey Everyone i 

I am looking forward to our discussions about the petition tha t ATSDR received concerni ng t he pes7icide applications on 
Kauai. 

So that you have some additional background informatio , on the A SDR pet i:ion program, I have summarized our 
stat utory authority below: 



.. Petition P rog~arn Authorizing Langua~e-SARA amendment to CERCLA: 

42 U._ .. Code, Chapter 103, Subchapter !, § 9504 - Response authorities 

c· {i ) Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Regist ry; establishment, fu nctions, etc. 

• 6)( 8) The Administrator of .ATSDR may perform hea it h assessments for releases or fac il ities 

w here individ ual persons or licensed p ys tcia ns provtde informatton t hat individuals hc:ve been 

exposed to a hazardous substance, fo r which t he probable source of such exposure is a re lea se. 

In add it ion to other met hods (forma i or informal) of provid ing such information, such ind ividual 

persons or licensed physicians may subm it a petition to t he Administra tor of ATSDR providing 

such information and requesti ng a health assessment. If s ch a petition is submitted and thE 

.i!.d ministrator of ATSDR does not init iate a hea lth assessment, t he Admin ist rator of ATSDR shall 

provide a written explanation of why a hea lth assessment is no t appropria te. 

( 18} 1f the Adm inistrator of ATSDR determines that it is appro pr iate fo r purposes of th is section 

to treat a po llutant or contam ina nt as a haza rdou s substance , su ch po llutant or contaminant 

shall be treated as a hazardous substance for such purpose . 

The paragraph (6)(8) provides the genera l authority to conduct publ ic healt h assessments for petition requests. I have 

inciuded paragraph (18) beca use that paragraph provides ATSDR with the lexibil ity to address not oniy hazardous 

materials as def ined under CERCLA but al.so any " ... po llutant or contaminant as a !1 aza rdo ~,.;s substa nce." In addition, the 

August 18, 1992, Federal Register announcement (Vol 57, No 160: 37382-9 ) concerning t he ATSDR petition program, t he 

t erm "Hazardous Substance" is defined to include " . .. any pollu tant or contam inant that t e Ad min istrator determines is 

appropriate for ca rryi ng out his or her respo nsibil it ies under CERCl_A." Please note that the oniy restric t ion placed on 

ATSDR public hea lth assessm ent and petition autho r ities, under· CERCLA, is the genera l CE RCLA oil exempt1on. There is 

no language in CERCLA -hat I am aware of that pro hibits .A.TSDR f rom co;~ducti ng publ ic health assessments concerning 

releases to the environment tha- happen t o be regu la ted by a permit. ATSDR O'fi ce of Generai Counse l has indicated to 

me several times there is no language in CERCLA that would rest ri ct ATSDR. f rom e raluati ng a perm itted pol lutant or 

co t aminant re lease into the environment. 

Attached is our old Federal Registr' announce ment that outlines how we generally implemei1 t the ATSDR petition 

;Jrogram. 

• Received over 900 requests since the program began in 1987 . 

·:· In recent years, we've received about 25-30 petit ions each year. So fa r in FY 2015, we've 6 received 

petitions. 
• In FY12 ATSDR recom mended that a hea lth consultation be conducted for 5 o'the 25 (24%) 

petitions rece ived (4 to be conducted by cooperative agree ment state part ners and 2 to be 

conducted by DCHI staff) 

Sve n 

Sven E. Rodenbeck , Sc.D. , P.E. , BCEE 

Rear Ad mira l (retired ), USPHS 

Pet it ion Coo di nator 

ATSDR/ DCHI · l\lla i lstop FS9 
1600 Clifton Road, NE 

Atlanta, GA 30333 

Office Telephone: (770) 488-3560 

Cell Telephone: (404 ) 729-5041 

FAX: (770 ) 488-1543 
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t ;:;c l, inatores Vitae 

(E:1gi . Per ing ·a, Life) 

From: Vianu, Libby (EPA) (CDC epa .gov) 

Sent: Tuesday, f"larch 03, 2015 1:22 Pl"1 
To: Grisier, Mary; Cooper, Pam 
Cc: Rodenbeck, Sven (ATSDR/DCHI/OD) 
Subject: PN: Kauai GMO Test Field Pesticide Petition 

Hi Ma ry, 

Here is the redacted version of the petit ion . Thank you for meet ing wi t h us. 

I w il l send out a ca lendar invit at ion. 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Streei 
Suite 1 00, HHS-1 00 
San Francisco. CA 94105 
Off1ce Phone (415) 947-4319 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 

From: Rodenbeck, Sven {.4TSDR/DCHl/ OD) [mailt o :sv rl @:dc.eov] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 10:17 AM 

To: Vianu, Libby 

Subject: Kauai GMO Test Field Pesticide Petition 

Hey Libby! 

Here is the pet ition . 

Sven 

Sven E. Rodenbeck, Sc.D., P.E., BCEE 

Rear Admiral (retired). USPHS 

ATSDR/DCHI- Mailstop F59 

1600 Clifton Road, NE 
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.At ianta, GA 30333 

Office Telephone: (770) 488-3660 

Ceii Telephone: (404) 729-5041 

FAX: (770) 488- 1543 

IVlachinatores Vitae 

(Engineering for Life) 
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From: Vianu, Libby 

Sent 
To: 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:47 AM 

Grisier, Mary 

Subject: RE: Meeting wit h Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

Great. I will see you there. 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 100, HHS-100 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office Phone { 41 5) 94 7-4319 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 

From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:46 AM 
To: Vianu, Libby 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

l think that Kathy Tayior would like us al l to meet together, so why don't you just meet us in #3411? 

From: Vianu, Libby 

Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:39 AM 
To: Grisier, Mary 

Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

That would be fine if he wants to come here to our office also. I can meet you Uj)Stairs also if that would be easier. 1 

have talked to him o n the phone prior to he and the group sending the petition. He may not have realized we are in the 

same building. 

Thank you, 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 1 00, HHS-1 00 
San Francisco. CA 941 05 
Office Phone {415) 947-4319 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 
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From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:35 AM 

To: Vianu, Libby 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

Hi Libby, 
The phone number in room 3411 is (415)947-4245. 
Should I pick you up when ! get Mr. Hooser? 

From: Vianu, Libby 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 3:04PM 
To: Grisier, Mary 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Council person Gary Hooser 

Thanks. Do you know the phone number in the room? I would like to invite our petitio n coordinator, Sven Rodenbeck, 

in Atlanta to call in for the meeting. 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 1 00, HHS-1 00 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office Phone (415) 947-4319 
Cell Phone (415} 203-2238 

-Original Appointment-­
From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 2:51PM 
To: Taylor, Katherine; Cooper, Pam; Vianu, Libby 
Subject: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 
When: Monday, June 29, 2015 10:00 AM-11:00 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada). 
Where: R9-Room-3411-10-GilaRiver 

He has only requested 30 minutes but! have reserved the room for an hour, just in case. 
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From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject 

Vianu, libby 
Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:39 AM 
Grisler, Mary 

RE: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

That would be fine if he wants to come here to our office also. I can meet you upstairs also if that would be easier. ! 

have talked to him on the phone prior to he and the group sending the petition. He may not have realized we are in the 

same building. 

Thank you, 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
A TSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 100, HH5-1 00 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office Phone (415) 947-4319 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 

From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2015 10:35 AM 
To: Vlanu, Ubby 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

Hi Libby, 
The phone number in room 3411 is (415)947-4245 . 
Should 1 pick you up when ! get Mr. Hooser7 

From: Vianu, Libby 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 3:04PM 
To: Grisier, Mary 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Kauai Coundlperson Gary Hooser 

Thanks. Do you know the phone number in the room? I would like to invite our petition coordinator, Sven Rodenbeck, 
in Atlant2 to call in for the meeting. 

Ubby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 1 00, HHS-1 00 
San Francisco, CA 94105 



Office Phone ( 415) 94 7-4319 
Ce!l Phone (415) 203-2238 

- Original Appointment--­

From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 2:51 PM 

To: Taylor, Katherine; Cooper, Pam; Vianu, Libby 

Subject: Meeting w ith Kauai Councilperson Gary Hooser 

W hen: Monday, June 29, 2015 10:00 AM-11:00 AM {UTC-D8:00) Pacific Ttme (US & Canada). 

Where: R9-Room-3411-10-GilaRiver 

He has only requested 30 minutes but I have reserved the room for an hour, just in case. 
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-
From: Vianu, libby 

Sent 
To: 

Thursday, March 05, 2015 3:17PM 

Grisier, Mary 

Subject RE: Kauai Info 

Thanks Mary! 10:00 o. Thursday would be great. 

Libby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 100, HHS-100 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office Phone ( 415) 94 7-4319 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 

From: Grisier, Mary 
Sent: Thursday, March 05, 2015 2:38 PM 
To: Vianu, Libby 
Subject: Kauai Info 

Libby, 
tt was great to meet you this afternoon. If you don't mind, I'd like to wait to schedule our meeting unt il my colleague, 

Patti Tenbrook is back next week. Tentatively, though, perhaps we can plan to meet on Thursday am sometime, maybe 

9:00 or 10:00? 

Below is some helpful information on pesticide issues on Kauai. I mentioned the Good Neighbor Policy, which although it 

expired in December, the parties have agreed to cont inue to report their use of restricted use pesticides. 

Good Neighbor Program Restricted Use Reporting 

httos://data.hawaii.!2ov/Hea lth/Kaua-i-Agricu!turai-Good-Neighbor-Program-RUP-Use-/ 9pud-c8g5 

Literature review on Atrazine -mandated by HCR 129 

http:/ /lauhala .com/hinano/20131226-011422 -DOH-Atrazine 12-13 .odf 

The HDOH recommends additional stream and near shore water sampling for atrazine and other commonly used 

pesticides to determine whether benchmarks are being exceeded. The HDOH secured limited funding and support 

through a partnership with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) and HDOA and intends to conduct near 

shore and stream sampling for a broad spectrum of currently used pesticides in the next several months. The 

results "of the stream sampling will be made available to the legislature and public upon completion of the study. 

Life Scientist 
US EPA Region 9, Pesticides Office 
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75 HawLhome Street 
Land Division (LJ'-t"TI 2-2) 
San Francisco. CA 94105 
phone(415)947-4213 
fax (415)947-3583 
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J anu, libby 

From: 
Sent 
To: 

Cc 
Subject 

Hi Jackie, 

.. M 

Vianu, Libby 

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 1:15 PM 

Menghrajani, jacquelyn; Cooper, Pam 

Prise!ac, Adrienne 
RE: Pesticides in Kauai 

Thanks for the information. Pam Cooper and I are playing phone t ag. 

OZ:V'HH m 

I arranged for Dean Baker to meet with Hawaii DOH to help them address any health education needs reiated to the 

pesticide issue in Kauai. I had originally contacted him as an AOEC effort and not PEHSU. i guess it falls under both . Dean 

was in Honolulu for a conference and he took some time to meet with our contacts at DOH. I don't thi nk anvthing came 

of it and DOH has made no reql!est for further assistance. 

I will keep you posted as things develop. 

Uoby Vianu 
Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 100, HH5-100 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office Phone ( 4 15) 94 7-431 9 
Cell Phone (415) 203-2238 

From: Menghrajani, jacquelyn 

Sent: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 12:59 PM 

To: Vianu, Libby; Cooper, Pam 

Cc: Priselac, Adrienne 

Subject: RE: Pesticides in Kauai 

Hi Ubby, 

Hope you're doing well! 

I was out of the office tor a week and just returned this afternoon, so I'm sorry tor taking a while to respond to your email! 

Our CEH Program hasn't been involved in responding to pesticide concerns in Kauai. Back in 2012, I facilitated 
discussions between Hawaii DOH and Phoebe Eng (a community organizer) to resolve concerns about the Kekaha 
landfill in Kauai. We did not discuss pesticide exposure in length during our calls a couple years ago, but Phoebe did 
mention that Kauai communities were concerned with GMOs and pesticides. 

I'm unsure if our Pesticides Office has been involved, so I've included Pam Cooper on this email. Pam is the section chief 
of our Pesticides Office and would be able to tell you whether her staff have been involved. 

Dean Baker of the PEHSU satellite office at UC Irvine has shared during our quarterty check-in calls that he has worked 
with Hawaii DOH to address pesticide concerns. I don't know if his work was focused on Kauai, but it may be useful for 
you to give him a call to get some background information if you haven't done so already. 

Please let me know what else I can do to help respond to the concerns. 
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Thanks so much, 

Jackie 

Jacquelyn Menghrajani, MPH, CPH 
US EPA Region 9 
Children's Environmental Health Program 
75 Hawthorne St., LND-2-1 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Email: menqhraiani.iacauelvn@ epa.oov 
Phone: 415-972-3259 

From: Vianu, Libby 
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 1:01 PM 

To: Menghrajani, jacquelyn 

Subject: Pesticides in Kauai 

Hi Jackie, 

ATSDR received a citizen's petition to address pesticide issues on Kauai. This office and our Atlanta office will be 

responding to the petition. Right now we are in a fact finding part of the response. The petitioners have noted that there 

is a school and they are concerned with birth defects in the county. Are you aware of any EPA involvement with 

pesticide issues on Kauai? Do you know who I would contact in the Pesticide Program at EPA to find out if they have any 

informat;on? 

I am in the office if you would like to discuss this or need more information. 

Thank you, 

UbbyVianu 
Regional Representative 
A TSDR Region IX 
75 Hawthorne Street 
Suite 1 00, HHS-1 00 
San Francisco, CA 941 05 
Office Phone (415} 947-4319 
Cell Phone ( 41 5) 203-2238 
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